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of the same family as Robert Cary, Lord Hunsdon. In his will 
Bassett mentions his nephew, Joseph Foster, and this nephew 
settled in New Kent County, became captain, colonel, &c, and his 
descendants were leading citizens. And Bassett's sister, Mary 
Scott, was probably mother of Col. John Scott, of the same 
county. Thus there were ties of relationships between the 
Lyddalls, Bacons, Bassetts, Carys, Honiwoods, Fosters, Wood- 
wards, &c. 



WHO WAS ELIZABETH WASHINGTON ? 
Compiled by Mrs. James H. French, Fort Worth, Texas. 

A record of the Washington and Lanier families from 11 83 
was made up principally from the records of George P. Custis, 
of Arlington, adopted son of General George Washington. 
Through this record an error has existed for years, in many sec- 
tions throughout the South, and is herewith corrected by copies 
of wills and numerous other authorities cited. His record states 
that John Washington, son of Lawrence and Mildred Warner 
Washington, married Catherine Whiting, of Gloucester County 
Virginia, and that their daughter^ Elisabeth married Thomas 
Lanier and they had Richard, Elizabeth, and Sampson. Now 
the reading of a genealogy compiled by George Washington, him- 
self, will show that Elizabeth, daughter of John Washington 
and Catherine Whiting never married. Her tombstone also 
speaks as follows : ( See William and Mary Quarterly, Vol., 
II., No. 4, page 226, April, 1894.) "She was a maiden, virtuous 
without reservedness, wise without affectation, beautiful without 
knowing it. She left this life on the 5th day of February, in the 
year mdccxxxvi., in the 20th year of her age." 

We will show now who this Elizabeth Washington was who 
married Thomas Lanier. In the chancel of the Church of St. 
Nicholas, Islip, there is a monument of round stone, supported 
by two small Tuscan pillars, and on a tablet between the pillars is 
this inscription: 
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"Here lieth the body of Dame Mary, wife unto Sir John 
Washington, Knight, daughter of Phillipe Curtis, Gente., who 
has issue by her said husband, 3 sons ; Mordaunt, John and 
Phillipe. Deceased 1st of January, 1624.'' 

There is an old manor house in the village, which for genera- 
tions has been known as the Washington House, where it is very 
probable that the above lady lived. 

Sir John Washington, Knight, was a son of the second Law- 
rence Washington, of Brington. He had a brother, also named 
Lawrence, who took holy orders and was rector of Purleigh, 
Essex. It is from this Lawrence Washington that George Wash- 
ington, first President of the United States was descended. 

The rector of Islip in 1910 wrote to J. E. Washington, mem- 
ber of Congress from Tennessee from 1897 to 1907, asking him 
if he knew of this monument in the above church. He replied, 
saying, "that he had good reason to believe that Dame Mary's 
son, John Washington, was the first of his ancestors in Virginia." 
Mr. Washington has a beautiful home thirty miles from Nash- 
ville, Tenn., which he calls "Wessington" (original name of the 
family). In a letter dated June, 191 1, he says: "Sons Phillipe 
and Mordaunt, sons of Sir John and Dame Mary, died without 
issue. Their son, John Washington, was in the Barbadoes be- 
tween 1650 and 1658." 

In July of the same year, 191 1, Joseph E. Washington visited 
Islip, and the rector placed before him the idea of some memorial 
in the church to the memory of his ancestor. 

In a genealogical pamphlet published on the Washingtons, 
Lieut.-Col. John Washington, of Westmoreland County, Va., 
ancestor of John Washington, referred to this John as "my cousin 
John in the Barbadoes." This John from the Barbadoes was 
married in 1658, in Surry County, Va., to the widow Mary Flood, 
who had been the widow of Richard Blount. After Mr. Wash- 
ington's death, she married Mr. Ford. 

John Washington and Mary Flood had an only child, Richard, 
whose will is dated in Surry County, Virginia, Nov. 9, 1724, 
probated May 19, 1725 in Southwark Parish. He gives property 
to sons George, Richard, John, William, Thomas, James, and 
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Arthur Washington, and Daughters Anne ; Elizabeth Washington 
Lanier; son-in-law Sampson Lanier daughters Pricilla, Faith 
Parker, Mary Hart and beloved wife Elizabeth Washington; 
to four grandsons Arthur, Sampson, Richard and Lemuel. 

The wife of the testator, Richard Washington, was Elizabeth 
Jordan (daughter of Arthur Jordan, who diedSn 1698). Eliza- 
beth's will was dated May 21, 1755, in Surry County, Va. She 
gives property to George, Richard, John, Thomas (died in 1749), 
William, James and Arthur ; daughters Elizabeth Lanier, Pricilla 
Lanier, Faitha Parker, Mary Hart and daughter Anne. Eliza- 
beth was the wife of Sampson Lanier. 

Sampson Lanier, of Brunswick County, Va., made his will 
January 8th, 1742, probated May 5, 1745, which gives property 
to sons Thomas Lanier, sons Sampson and Richard; daughter 
Elizabeth Burch, son Lemuel Lanier, son James, and gives prop- 
erty to wife (no name given). From Sampson Lanier descended 
Sidney Lanier, the poet. Lemuel, son of Sampson and Elizabeth 
Washington, made his will in 1817, probated same year in 
Rutherford County, Tenn. ; gives property to beloved wife Lucy, 
to daughters Martha Pagan, Elizabeth Floyd, grandsons Robert 
Lanier Fagan, Samuel S. Kelly, and Abner Kelly ; Lemuel 
Lanier is mentioned in Albemarle Parish register, in 1743. John 
S. Fagan, who married Martha Lanier, daughter of Lemuel, 
served three years in the War of the Revolution and his name is 
on a monument erected at "Kings Mountain" and another erected 
in the courthouse yard in Nashville, Tenn., by the Daughters of 
the American Revolution. Their son, Robert Lanier Fagan, 
served in the War of 1812, and was wounded Dec. 23, 1814. 
Robert Lanier Fagan, the grandfather of Mrs. H. H. Neill, 
widow of the highly esteemed and lamented Chief Justice Neill 
of San Antonio, Texas. 

Authorities: Richmond Times-Dispatch, William and 
Mary Quarterly, Vol. IV., page 35 ; New England Historical 
and Genealogical Register, Vol. XLIV., page 307. 



